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earned patent tenm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Application Papers 
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10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 07 September 2004 is/are: a)S accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing{s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 11, 34 and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shomo (U.S. Patent No. 4,660,832) in view of Johnson (U.S. Patent No. 2,425,245). 

Shomo '832, as seen in Figure 3, shows a grip comprising: 

with regard to claims 1 1 and 57, 

a hand railing (13a) having an outer surface, a length and cross-sectional circumference 
a skin layer (17a) having a top surface, a bottom surface, a first end, and a second end 

opposite said first end, wherein said top surface is continuous and flat from said first end to said 

second end; 

a 4-way stretchable material layer (16a) with a stretchable top surface and a stretchable 
bottom surface wherein said 4-way stretchable material comprises polyester (col. 5, lines 44 
through 46), said top surface of said stretchable layer adhered to said bottom surface of said skin 
layer (col. 5, lines 35 through 37); and 

an adhesive disposed on said bottom surface of said 4-way stretchable layer. 



Shomo '832 fail to teach: 



Application/Control Number: 09/874,940 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3671 

the skin layer being axially wrapped around said outer surface of the hand raihng such 
that the edges of the skin layer do not overlap; 

the top surface of the stretchable layer being permanently adhered to the bottom surface 
of the skin layer; and 

the adhesive disposed on the bottom surface of the stretchable layer being releasable. 

Johnson '245, as seen in Figure 6, shows a grip (2) comprising a skin layer (8) axially 
wrapped around the outer surface of a handrail (4) such that the edges of the skin layer do not 
overlap. 

With regard to claims 1 1, 34 and 57, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art of grips at the time the invention was made such that the skin layer of the device 
shown by Shomo '832 would be wrapped around the outer surface of the railing as taught by 
Johnson '245. The motivation would have been for ease of application and removal. 

With regard to claims 1 1, 34 and 57, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art of grips at the time the invention was made to permanently adhere the top surface 
of the stretchable layer to the bottom surface of the skin layer on the device shown by Shomo 
'832 in view of the teaching for a "suitable adhesive" in column 5 on lines 35 through 37. The 
motivation would have been to permanently secure the skin layer to the stretchable layer as 
desired. 
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With regard to claims 1 1, 34 and 57, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art of grips at the time the invention was made to apply a releasable adhesive to the 
bottom surface of the stretchable layer on the device shown by Shomo '832 in view of the 
teaching for a "suitable adhesive" in column 5 on lines 34 through 35. The motivation would 
have been to releasably attach the grip to a handle as desired while permitting subsequent 
removal and replacement. 

With regard to claim 34, the method steps recited therein are inherent to the method of 
making the device disclosed by Shomo '832 as modified above by Johnson '245. 

3. Claims 23, 46 and 69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shomo (U.S. Patent No. 4^660,832) in view of Johnson (U.S. Patent No. 2,425,245) and Kobe et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,610,382 Bl). 

Shomo '832, as seen in Figure 3, shows a grip comprising: 
with regard to claims 23 and 69, 

a hand railing (13a) having an outer surface, a length and a cross-sectional circumference; 

a skin layer (17a) having a top surface, a bottom surface, a first end, and a second end 
opposite said first end, wherein said top surface is continuous and flat from said first end to said 
second end; 

a 4-way stretchable material layer (16a) with a stretchable top surface and a stretchable 
bottom surface wherein said 4-way stretchable material comprises polyester (col. 5, lines 44 
through 46), said top surface of said stretchable layer adhered to said bottom surface of said skin 
layer (col. 5, lies 35 through 37); and 
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an adhesive disposed on said bottom surface of said 4-way stretchable layer. 
Shomo '832 fail to teach: 

the skin layer being axially wrapped around said outer surface of the hand railing such 
that the edges of the skin layer do not overlap; 

the top surface of the stretchable layer being permanently adhered to the bottom surface 
of the skin layer; 

the adhesive disposed on the bottom surface of the stretchable layer being releasable; and 
a backing layer having a top surface and a bottom surface, the top surface of the backing 
layer permanently adhered to the bottom surface of the skin layer. 

Johnson '245, as seen in Figure 6, shows a grip (2) comprising a skin layer (8) axially 
wrapped around the outer surface of a handrail (4) such that the edges of the skin layer do not 
overlap. 

Kobe et al. '382, as seen in Figure 1, disclose a grip (20) for releasable adhesion to a 
hand support system comprising: 

a skin layer (21) having a top surface (the plane within which lie the tops of elements 26) 
and a bottom surface (25), wherein said top surface is flat; 

a 4-way stretchable material (22; col. 4, lines 16 through 17 and 25 through 41) layer 
with a stretchable top surface and stretchable bottom surface, said top surface of said stretchable 
layer adhered permanently to said bottom surface of said skin layer; and 
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a releasable adhesive (34; col. 4, lines 54 through 56) disposed on said bottom surface of 
said 4-way stretchable layer, wherein said 4-way stretchable material comprises polyester. 

Kobe et al. '382 further teach the possibiHty of multiple backing layers (col. 2, lines 39 
through 42, and col. 4, lines 5 through 8). 

With regard to claims 23 and 69, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art of grips at the time the invention was made such that the skin layer of the device shown 
by Shomo '832 would be wrapped around the outer surface of the railing as taught by Johnson 
'245. The motivation would have been for ease of application and removal. 

With regard to claims 23 and 69, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art of grips at the time the invention was made to permanently adhere the top surface of the 
stretchable layer to the bottom surface of the skin layer on the device shown by Shomo '832 in 
view of the teaching for a "suitable adhesive" in column 5 on lines 35 through 37. The 
motivation would have been to permanently secure the skin layer to the stretchable layer as 
desired. 

With regard to claims 23 and 69, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art of grips at the time the invention was made to apply a releasable adhesive to the bottom 
surface of the stretchable layer on the device shown by Shomo '832 in view of the teaching for a 
"suitable adhesive" in column 5 on lines 34 through 35. The motivation would have been to 
reliably attach the grip to a handle as desired. 
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With regard to claims 23 and 69, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art of grips at the time the invention was made to modify the device shown by Shomo '832 
such that it would further include a backing layer as taught by Kobe et al. '382. The motivation 
would have been to impart dimensional stability to the material. 

With regard to claim 46, the method steps recited therein are inherent to the method of 
making the device disclosed by the combination of Shomo '832 and Johnson '245 as modified 
above by Kobe et al. '382. 

4. Claims 74, 76 and 78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shomo (U.S. Patent No. 4,660,832) in view of Johnson (U.S. Patent No. 2,425,245), as appUed 
to claims 1 1, 34 and 57, respectively, above and further in view of Oseroff et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
3,848,480). 

The combination of Shomo '832 and Johnson '245 teaches all of the limitations of the 
claimed invention with the exception(s) of: 

a luminescent presence in the skin layer. 

Oseroff et al. '480, as seen in Figures 1 through 6, show a grip and expressly teach the 
desirabihty of a luminescent handgrip for safe handling of a railing in the dark (col. 5, lines 35 
through 42). 

With regard to claims 74, 76 and 78, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art of grips at the time the invention was made to modify the device shown by the 



Application/Control Number: 09/874,940 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3671 

combination of Shomo '832 and Johnson '245 such that it would include a luminescent presence 
in the skin layer as taught by Oseroff et al. '480. The motivation would have been to provide for 
safe handling in the dark. 

5. Claims 75, 77 and 79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shomo (U.S. Patent No. 4,660,832) in view of Johnson (U.S. Patent No. 2,425,245) and Kobe et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,610,382 Bl) as applied to claims 23, 46 and 69 above, and further in view 
of Oseroff et al. (U.S. Patent No. 3,848,480). 

Shomo '832 in view of Johnson '245 and Kobe et al. '382 teaches all of the limitations of 
the claimed invention with the exception(s) of: 

a luminescent presence in the skin layer. 

Oseroff et al. '480, as seen in Figures 1 through 6, show a grip and expressly teach the 
desirabiUty of a luminescent handgrip for safe handling of a railing in the dark (col. 5, lines 35 
through 42). 

With regard to claims 75, 77 and 79, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art of grips at the time the invention was made to further modify the device shown by 
the combination of Shomo '832, Johnson '245 and Kobe et al. '382 such that it would include a 
luminescent presence in the skin layer as taught by Oseroff et al. '480. The motivation would 
have been to provide for safe handling in the dark. 
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Response to Amendment 

6. The three affidavits under 37 CFR 1.132 filed 15 February 2006 is insufficient to 
overcome the rejection of claims 1 1, 23, 34, 46, 57, 69 and 74 through 79 based upon Shomo 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,660,832) in view of Johnson (U.S. Patent No. 2,425,245) as set forth in the 
last Office action because: 

Each include(s) statements that amount to an affirmation that the claimed subject matter 
fimctions as it was intended to fimction. This is not relevant to the issue of nonobviousness of 
the claimed subject matter and provides no objective evidence thereof See MPEP § 716. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Apphcant's arguments/iled 1 5 February 2006 have been fixUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

hi response to Applicant's statements that Shomo '832 fails to teach a hand railing, 
the Examiner maintains that element 13a of the prior art is a hand railing and provides hand 
guidance and support along a device, such as a tennis racquet. 

In response to Applicant's statement that Johnson '245 fails to teach a handle, the 
Examiner notes that Johnson '245 was not relied upon for the teaching of a hand railing. 

In response to Applicant's statement that Johnson '245 fails to teach the skin layer being 
wrapped, the Examiner contends that the skin layer is wrapped about the handle. Specifically, 
the skin layer would necessarily be folded about the hand rail in order to maintain its position on 
the same. 
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Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi"om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated fi"om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications firom the 
examiner should be directed to Tara L. Mayo whose telephone number is 571-272-6992. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are xansuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on 571-272-6998. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



1 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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